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Unit 1 

Content Area:                         Language Arts 

Unit Title:                                Fiction Writing 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Creative Writing / Grades 11-12 

Unit Summary:  Students will understand and follow the necessary steps of the writing process when 

completing narratives.  This includes brainstorming, drafting and revision, editing and publishing.  

Students will build good writing habits.  They will learn how to search for, select, and narrow a topic, form 

a conflict, organize the structure, develop a first draft, revise, edit, and improve the narrative.  During the 

writing process voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and writing conventions will be addressed.  The 

students will learn to build good writing habits in order to see improvement in their writing skills.  When 

to write, where to write, what to write and how to write will be subjects of discussion.   

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Writing is essential for all disciplines 

21st century themes:  Cultural Literacy  

Unit Rationale:  Students must learn the process of good writing and how to build valuable writing habits. 

The ultimate aim is to help students to write and to read more critically, which will help them to become 

more successful in all disciplines. 

Learning Targets 

English Language Arts Standards – Writing: Grades 11-12  

Content Statements: 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 

including grades 11-12 here.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 

writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Engage in the full writing process by writing daily and for sustained amounts of time. 

2 Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to plan and to write drafts according 

to the intended message, audience, and purpose for writing. 

3 Analyze and revise writing to improve style, focus and organization, coherence, clarity of 

thought, sophisticated word choice and sentence variety, and subtlety of meaning. 

4 Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, and fluency. 

5 Use the computer and word-processing software to compose, revise, edit, and publish a 

piece. 

7 Reflect on own writing and establish goals for growth and improvement. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 How does an author create tone? 

 What is the difference between indirect 

and direct characterization? 

 How is dialogue written structurally? 

 When is it appropriate to use dialogue 

tags? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 Students will understand that is essential to 

brainstorm, draft, revise,  and edit before 

publication 

 Students will understand that sophisticated writing 

includes careful attention to voice, word choice, 

sentence fluency, and writing conventions. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/


 How do you write more action into a 

story? 

 How does an author establish conflict? 

 How does an author create a dynamic and 

believable setting? 

 How does an author get a story published? 

 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will ... 

 Use the computer as an essential writing tool 

 Apply the traits of writing: voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and rules of grammar  

 Understand and apply the narrative structure 

 Give and receive constructive criticism during a workshop setting 

 Apply edits to a final draft 

 Research journals for publication opportunities and submit a short story for publication 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment (5 days): 

After completing several short assignments dealing with each step of the writing process, the student will 

be asked to select a topic of his choice, narrow it down to a conflict, and go through the entire writing 

process.  Every step of the process will be graded from brainstorming to publication and kept in the 

student’s portfolio. 

Equipment needed:  computers, LCD projector, paper, printer 

Teacher Resources:  Hand-out sheets, PowerPoint presentations,  

 

Formative Assessments: 

 A conflict 

 Identification of narrative elements 

 The outline for a narrative arc 

 Character descriptions/interviews 

 The first draft 

 The revision of the narrative for publication 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe (approximate) 

Lesson 1 

Narrative Elements 

 

5 weeks 

Lesson 2 

Applying narrative structure to writing 

 

1.5 weeks 

Lesson 3 

Write a unique short story 

 

1 week 

Lesson 4 

Workshops 

 

2 weeks 

Lesson 5 

Revising, editing, improving, and publishing the 

short story 

 

1 week 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

(Use the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit.) 

http://www.newpages.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newpages.com/


Unit 2 

Content Area:                          Language Arts 

Unit Title:                                 Poetry Writing 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Creative Writing / Grades 11-12 

Unit Summary:  Students will write poetry.  When writing in poetically, students will complete 

assignments that ask them to compare and contrast, explain, summarize, illustrate, and analyze. Students 

will be reminded to follow the writing process and will be held accountable for all poetic elements, first 

drafts, and revised final draft before publication. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Writing is essential in all disciplines 

21st century themes:  Cultural Literacy 

Unit Rationale:  It is imperative for students to understand the importance of clear, concise writing. 

Mastery of the written word will be essential when they move on to higher learning and are asked to write 

in its many modes, particularly the expository and persuasive forms.  The ultimate aim is to help students 

to think, to write, and to read critically, which will enable them to achieve success in all disciplines.   

Learning Targets 

English Language Arts Standards – Writing: Grades 11-12 

Text Types and Purposes: 1. 2 

Production and Distribution of Writing:  4. 5. 6 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge: 8. 9 

Range of Writing: 10 

Content Statements: 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 

including grades 11-12 here.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 

writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Engage in the full writing process by writing daily and for sustained amounts of time. 

2 Use strategies such as graphic organizers and outlines to plan and to write drafts according 

to the intended message, audience, and purpose for writing. 

3 Analyze and revise writing to improve style, focus and organization, coherence, clarity of 

thought, sophisticated word choice and sentence variety, and subtlety of meaning. 

4 Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, and fluency. 

5 Use the computer and word-processing software to compose, revise, edit, and publish a 

piece. 

7 Reflect on own writing and establish goals for growth and improvement. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/


Content Statements:   

3.2.12 D Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Employ the most effective writing formats and strategies for the purpose and audience. 

3 Evaluate the impact of an author’s decisions regarding tone, word choice, style, content, 

point of view, literary elements, and literary merit, and produce an interpretation of overall 

effectiveness. 

5 When writing, employ structures to support the reader, such as transition words, 

chronology, hierarchy or sequence, and forms, such as headings and subtitles. 

7 Demonstrate personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose and engage the 

audience of a piece of writing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 What is poetry? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 Students will understand that poems are limbs to 

human experience, and while they might reflect the 

writer’s personal observations and experiences, 

they must be relatable to readers and cannot 

exist/make sense only in the writer’s head. 

 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will ... 

 Develop an understanding of the types of poetry. 

 Choose among different types of poetic structure. 

 Plan and write poems that use appropriate details and effective poetic devices. 

 Examine the use of poems in the real world. 

 Identify and evaluate audience. 

 Plan and write poems using structure, devices, and appropriately relatable content. 

 Follow the guidelines of the writing process. 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

After writing, workshopping, and revising several poems, students will present and submit a final poem 

portfolio for publication. 

Equipment needed:   

Computers, LCD projector, Power Point, paper, folders 

Teacher Resources:   

Hand-out sheets, PowerPoint presentations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Formative Assessments: 

 Poetic device practice 

 Poems written using specific 

forms/structures 

 First drafts 

 The revisions of the poems for publication 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe (approximate) 

Lesson 1 

Reading poetry for understanding and 

experience 

 

10 weeks (throughout) 

Lesson 2 

Applying poetic devices to writing 

 

3 weeks 

Lesson 3 

Applying poetic structure 

 

1 week 

Lesson 4 

Reading poetry aloud 

 

1 week 

Lesson 5 

Write unique poetry 

 

3 weeks 

Lesson 6 

Workshopping 

 

1 week 

Lesson 7 

Revising and publishing 

 

1 week 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Use the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit. 

www.newpages.com 

 

http://www.newpages.com/


 

Unit 3  

Content Area:                           Language Arts 

Unit Title:                                 Satirical Writing 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Creative Writing / Grades 11-12 

Unit Summary:   

Students will write satirical compositions.  When writing in satirically, students will complete assignments 

that ask them to use satirical devices including: irony, parody, burlesque, hyperbole, 

juxtaposition/incongruity, understatement, and double entendre. Students will read and view several 

mediums of modern and classic satire. Students will write several satires utilizing satirical devices and 

understanding of current issues. Students will be reminded to follow the writing process and will be held 

accountable for outlines, first paragraphs, transitional sentences for body paragraphs, closing paragraphs, 

first drafts, and revised final drafts before publication. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Writing is essential in all disciplines 

21st century themes:  Cultural Literacy 

Unit Rationale:   

It is imperative for students to understand the importance of clear, concise writing. Mastery of the written 

word will be essential when they move on to higher learning and are asked to write in its many modes, 

including the descriptive and narrative forms.  The ultimate aim is to help students to think, to write, and to 

read critically, which will enable them to achieve success in all disciplines.   

Learning Targets 

English Language Arts Standards – Writing:  Grades 11-12 

Text Types and Purposes:  3  

Production and Distribution of Writing:  4.5.6 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  8  

Range of Writing:  10 

Content Statements:  

3.2.12 C Mechanics, Spelling                                              

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Use Standard English conventions in all writing, such as sentence structure, grammar and 

usage, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.  
2 Demonstrate a well-developed knowledge of English syntax to express ideas in a lively 

and effective personal style.  

3 Use subordination, coordination, apposition, and other devices effectively to indicate 

relationships between ideas. 

4 Use transition words to reinforce a logical progression of ideas. 

5 Exclude extraneous details, repetitious ideas, and inconsistencies to improve writing. 

7 Use a variety of reference materials, such as a dictionary, grammar reference, and/or 

internet/software resources to edit written work. 

Content Statements:  

3.2.12. D Writing Forms, Audiences, and Purposes (specifically, exploring the descriptive and narrative 

forms) 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Employ the most effective writing formats and strategies for the purpose and audience. 

2 Demonstrate command in the descriptive and narrative writing modes. 

5 When writing, employ structures to support the reader, such as transition words, 

chronology, hierarchy or sequence, and forms, such as headings and subtitles. 

7 Demonstrate personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose and engage the 

audience of a piece of writing. 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 

 What is satirical writing? 

 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 Students will understand that satire makes use of 

humor, specific elements and devices, and has an 

overarching purpose.  

 

 



 What is the purpose of satire? 

 

 Students will understand that satirical writing calls 

for change and must reflect a strong understanding 

of current events. 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will ... 

 Develop an understanding of satirical writing and make use of satirical devices. 

 Plan and write in the satirical mode. 

 Satirize a current event. 

 Examine the effectiveness of published satire. 

 Identify and evaluate audience. 

 Follow the guidelines of the writing process. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment (5 days each): 

1) After reading several articles from The Onion and examining them in terms of satirical content and 

devices, students will individually write an original satire in the style of this newspaper.  

2) Students will work together to design, title, edit, and publish their own satirical newspaper. 

3) Every step of the writing process for these essays from brainstorming to publication will be graded 

and kept in the student’s portfolio. 

Equipment needed:  Computers, LCD projector, Power Point, paper, folders 

Teacher Resources:  Hand-out sheets, Power Point presentations, internet access 

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Introductory paragraphs, transitional sentences 

between paragraphs, and closing paragraphs 

 First draft 

 Revisions of the essays for publication 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe (approximate) 

Lesson 1 

Introduction: Satirical Writing 

 

1 day 

Lesson 2 

Finding satirical devices 

 

3 days 

Lesson 3 

Finding a current topic 

 

1 day 

Lesson 4 

Writing a satire 

 

3 days 

Lesson 5 

Team development of newspaper 

 

10 days 
Teacher Notes:  
All essays written must go through the writing process.  Students receive individual grades on outlines, 

opening and closing paragraphs, first drafts, and final revised and edited copies.  

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Use the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit. 

http://www.writeexpress.com/descriptive-essay.html 

http://www.writeexpress.com/narrative-essay.html 

http://www.studygs.net/wrtstr4.htm 

http://www.thewritingsite.org/default.asp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.writeexpress.com/descriptive-essay.html
http://www.studygs.net/wrtstr4.htm


Unit 4 

Content Area:                         Language Arts 

Unit Title:                                Publication and Query Writing 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Creative Writing / Grades 11-12 

Unit Summary:  Students will understand and follow the necessary steps of the publication process for 

both fiction and poetry.  This includes researching literary magazines, journals and other publishing 

opportunities as well as learning the framework and structure of an effective query letter.  Students will 

eventually submit a work of their choice. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Writing is essential for all disciplines 

21st century themes:  Cultural Literacy  

Unit Rationale:  Students will learn the elements of publication and how to make turn their passion for 

writing into a career.  This unit is about creative authentic learning experiences for students that will be 

readily applicable in the real world. 

Learning Targets 

English Language Arts Standards – Writing: Grades 11-12  

Content Statements: 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-

chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 

defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and 

including grades 11-12 here.) 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared 

writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Reflect upon and choose appropriate final drafts for publication  

2 Match written work with publishing opportunities  

3 Analyze and revise writing to improve style, focus and organization, coherence, clarity of 

thought, sophisticated word choice and sentence variety, and subtlety of meaning. 

4 Review and edit work for spelling, usage, clarity, and fluency. 

5 Use the computer and word-processing software to compose, revise, edit, and publish a 

piece. 

7 Master the organization and tone of query letter writing 

Unit Essential Questions: 

 How does an author choose a publishing 

house? 

 What is the difference between a literary 

magazine and a journal? 

 How does a writer publicize his or her 

work? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

 Students will understand that is essential to 

brainstorm, draft, revise,  and edit before 

publication 

 Students will understand that sophisticated writing 

includes careful attention to voice, word choice, 

sentence fluency, and writing conventions. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/10/


 When is it appropriate to contact 

publishing companies 

 How do you copyright a work of 

literature? 

 How do you write a query letter? 

 How does an author create a compelling 

biography? 

 How does an author profit from his written 

work? 

 Students will understand the components of 

publishing, copyrighting, and writing query letters. 

 Students will identify the correct avenues to 

publish their specific works. 

 Student will understand the elements of the writing 

business. 

 

 

Unit Learning Targets: 

Students will ... 

 Use the computer as an essential writing tool 

 Apply the traits of writing: voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and rules of grammar  

 Understand the elements of copyrighting 

 Research literary magazines, journals, and other avenues of publication 

 Write a query letter 

 Research journals for publication opportunities and submit a short story for publication 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment (5 days): 

After completing several short assignments dealing with each step of the writing process, the student will 

be asked to select a topic of his choice, narrow it down to a conflict, and go through the entire writing 

process.  Every step of the process will be graded from brainstorming to publication and kept in the 

student’s portfolio. 

Equipment needed:  computers, LCD projector, paper, printer 

Teacher Resources:  Hand-out sheets, PowerPoint presentations,  

 

Formative Assessments: 

 Printed research 

 Copyrighted work 

 Story submissions 

 Query letter drafts 

 The revision of the narrative for publication 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe (approximate) 

Lesson 1 

The basics of publishing 

 

5 weeks 

Lesson 2 

How to copyright a work of fiction 

 

1.5 weeks 

Lesson 3 

Writing the query letter 

 

1 week 

Lesson 4 

Researching the literary magazines and journals 

 

2 weeks 

Lesson 5 

Revising, editing, improving, and publishing the short 

story 

 

1 week 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

(Use the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit.) 

http://www.newpages.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newpages.com/

